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The Gladness of the Gospel 


-66 OURS in the gladness of the gospel” was the way in which a correspondent concluded 

_ a recent letter. Well, why not? The gospel abounds in gladness. Some one has called 
attention to the fact that the New Testament is a book crowded with rejoicing, beginning with 
the angel chorus and concluding with the voice of a great multitude exclaiming “Hallelujah !” 
The exultance of the hymnist’s rapture, “Joy to the World,” still lingers in our heart amid all 
the festal echoes of the Christmas season. The announcement of the angel who heralded from 
Heaven the fact of our Lord’s advent to the mystified shepherds was, “Behold, I bring you ‘good’ 
tidings.” The gladness of the gospel! Why not? : 

Perhaps the way to a realization of a happy 1929 may appear through a meditation on some 
of the elements entering into the gladness of the gospel. The salutation “A Happy New Year” 
may not seem beyond the bounds of the possible when certain of the abiding features of the 
gospel are remembered. 


That the gospel is permanent is of no inconsiderable consequence. A gentleman, speaking of 
the efforts he was making in providing his boy with an education, remarked that the son was 
receiving something which he would always have. It could not be stolen, nor could it be lost. 
The father was willing to make the necessary sacrifices because of the permanency of an edu- 
cation. Similarly the gospel is the Christian’s permanent possession. Amid the struggles of 
youth, the perils of middle life, the on-creeping of age, it abides. Like love, it persists in plenty 
and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health. “On-rolling Time! Thou canst 
not make the Father cease to love.” 

Moreover, the gospel is a permeating thing. Instead of resting quiescent upon the surface 
of life, it penetrates and pervades the interior. It succeeds not in making men suave, but in 
making them serviceful. It may beautify but first it vivifies. “It is no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me,” exclaimed St. Paul. The gospel had entirely permeated him. One of our 
Lord’s very illuminating parables was that of the leaven. The most distinctive characteristic of 
leaven is its permeating quality. It acts until the whole is leavened. So with the gospel. Let the 
gospel enter individual hearts—and homes are permeated with the atmosphere of Christ—office, 
store and shop glow with a new radiance—industry’s wheels whir with a new and holy motivation 
—the state functions under a heavenly impulsion—the whole world is interlinked in comradeship. 
The gladness of the gospel! Why not? 

The gospel creates its happiness because, above all else, it is personal. Our faith is not the 
result of pure reasoning. It is of the heart as well as of the mind. Nor is it historical only. It 
rises out of personal experience as well as out of past history. The Advent occurs in New 
York City and on Main Street as well as having taken place in Bethlehem. Each of us can say 
in 1929, as the Apostle said nearly two millennia ago, “My Lord and my God!” The little 
colored child who was told that Jesus was an Oriental and perhaps less fair of skin than the 
Occidentals, was delighted at the discovery and exclaimed, “Then He belongs to all of us.” The 
gospel was good news to her because it was personal. The gospel is gladness when with certainty 
it allies itself with the pronoun of the first person. Not until the gospel is personal can it be 
permanent ; not before it is personal can it be permeating; but after the Voice has been heard 
and the offer of Love has been accepted, these other qualities appear. “Flow silently, how 
silently the wondrous gift is given!” 

“The gladness of the gospel!” Why not? 
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A Recent Addition to the Acts of the Apostles 


By the Rev. Robert Irwin, Secretary, Siam Agency 


VER two years ago our colporteur Noi 

Kawng, of Chiengmai, went to Muang 
Baw to distribute Scriptures and teach under 
the direction of the Rev. C. R. Callender, 
(A.P.M.), of Mosha Station, Yunnan, China. 
Muang Baw is fourteen days north of Chieng- 
rung and ten days west of Mosha. Mr. Cal- 
lender visited the field for a few days early last 
year (1926), bought a piece of land and left 
Kawng to build a chapel and dispensary. Mr. 
Callender had no sooner gone than the highest 
official arose in opposition, canceled the pur- 
chase on the ground that the land belonged to 


TYPICAL HOUSE IN MUANG LIU 
Built on piles 


the government, forbade the building and boy- 
cotted the elder. How he won out is told as 
simply as Luke relates the wonders in the early 
church. I translate his report: 


Principal Events at Muang Baw 

“1. At the beginning when we went to Baw, 
within three months eighteen Tai families had 
become disciples. 

“2. There were 29 adult catechumens study- 
ing the Bible, Tai and Yunnanese, and 39 chil- 
dren in a primary school. Nai Insom was 
teacher. 

“3. When Sen Chang (the chief official) 
knew that so many had already become dis- 
ciples, he sought opportunity to deceive them 
away from us. There were left only four 
families. All catechumens and children went 
out, 

“4. In course of time we received other five 
families, making nine in all. 

“5. It came to pass that Teacher Callender 
went and bought a piece of ground in the city 
of Baw at a cost of 250 Mun (Yunnan dol- 


lars) and delivered to me the task of making a 
home on it. 

“6, When teacher had gone away to Muang 
Sai, I laid plans to build the chapel; but Sen 
Chang and the people were not willing, and I 
did not do it. A public proclamation positively 
iorbade anyone to sell land to foreigners. 

“7. Afterwards we got a plot of land from 
the governor (lord of heaven), a plot that 
Father Teacher Dodd had put his foot on when 
he first went on a tour of investigation and 
there was not yet a single disciple. 

“8. This is very important. While they were 
making a stringent proclamation that no one 
should sell land to the foreigners, why should 
the governor give a piece of land to the for- 
eigner’s man. 

“Q. It was by the will of the Lord, who made 
his sacred promise to be fulfilled, since he had 
promised, saying, ‘If your foot is set down on 
any place, I will give you that place.’ 

“10. When I had the plot, I hastened to 
build. Sen Chang and all the officials knew 
that I was building the chapel. 

“11. Then they cited the governor and me 
and several of the elders before Sen Chang. 
Sen Chang and all the nobles said, ‘Why has 
the governor violated the proclamation and 
agreement and sold land to an alien? He is 
marked for guilt.” Then they turned to me 
and the elders, saying, ‘Why have you elders 
violated the proclamation and agreement and 
are putting up your building like this?’ 

“12. At this point I requested to have the 
governor bring and read the record of agree- 
ment which the Yunnanese king had made with 
the Americans. When it had been read, I took 
hold and spoke of three points as follows :— 
1, Anyone with land may sell to foreigners. 
2. In a case of a sale let the Sen Chang exam- 
ine whether there is an original deed. 3. If 
there is, let the Sen Chang affix the official seal 
according to the treaty made with the Ameri- 
cans. Let there be no obstruction. 

“13. Then I said, ‘As you, Sen Chang, see, 
there is an original promise of the governor’s 
land, and vou have not affixed the court seal. as 
called for by the treaty. What, then, shall be 
to whom? I invite the consideration of you 
nobles.’ When they saw that they had violated 
the treaty, they went silent nor uttered a re- 
proachful sound of any kind. 

14. Afterwards they called the school- 
teacher and the nobles, with the common peo- 
ple, and took a mutual and rigid oath not to 
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buy medicine from us nor to listen to our 
teaching from that day forth on pain of pun- 
ishment. From that day, no one came for 


medicine or to worship or to visit, for more 
than three months; for they feared greatly. 
The disciples also went out. 

“15. One day—July 11—two men of dignity 


TYPICAL WAT OR ASSEMBLY HALL 
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came from the nobles to me and invited me 
to go see Sen Chang. ‘What is the matter with 
him?’ I asked. ‘Fear,’ they said. They told 
me, saying, ‘One day, he went to the court of 
justice.and took his seat on the bench. As the 
soldiers brought a prisoner through the door 
of the courtroom, Sen Chang looked, jumped 


A PRINCE (standing) AND PRINCESS (seated) 


AMONG THE TAI 
The Prince is governor of Muang Long 


~ and fled to his home and was afraid to see any- 
one. The Yunnanese doctors had treated him 
for thirty days without benefit.’ 
“16. We elders went together to see him. 
God helped us to know surely that he was af- 
flicted with a swollen heart. We gave him 
medicine for eight days, and he felt better, and 
by a month and nineteen days he was as well 
as usual. He invited us to come again and 
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showed his gratitude before us, saying, ‘Jesus’s 
religion has true kindness to the world.’ And 
he spake, saying, ‘From now on I will the re- 
ligion continually.’ He made proclamation and 
posted it on the city gate, telling all people to 
know, saying, ‘The Jesus’s religion is kind to 
all the world,’ as he had spoken to us. He also 
brought forth money to support the chapel and 
dispensary,—$30. 

“17. From that time people came to visit us 
more than at first. We sold more medicine and 
Scriptures than ever before. At Horsetown 
four families have become disciples, and five at 
Ku City,—all Yunnanese,—eleven in all.” 

Elder Noi Kawng has returned home and 
left Baw in charge of another elder. What the 
history is to be we do not know, but we must 
“carry on” as we can. We need money. The 
work is so manifestly of God, that anyone con- 
tributing to it can feel secure that he is work- 
ing with God. 

e ® 


They Took the Bible Seriously 


OME time ago one of our Mexican work- 

ers in Denver, Colorado, invited a Mexi- 
can family to attend the services of the First 
Spanish Church, They accepted the invitation 
and were so impressed with the services, that 
they returned on several succeeding Sundays. 
Their interest in the Bible was aroused, and 
they immediately bought a copy and began 
reading it. One day the, father of the house 
read I Peter.4:3: -‘For the time, past may 
suffice to have wrought the desire of the Gen- 
tiles, and to have walked in lasciviousness, 
lusts, winebibbings, revellings, carousings, and 
abominable idolatries.” 

At this point the wife interrupted him, and 
said, “Wait a minute.” The husband stopped 
reading, and she, standing on a chair, began 
pulling down images which they had in large 
numbers, and putting them into the stove. 

The husband was amazed and said: **What 
are you doing?” 

She answered: ‘Well, if these idols are an 
abomination to my God, they are to me too.” 

It would be hard to doubt the sincerity of 
those who so definitely back up their confes- 
sions with their actions, and it is a satisfaction 
to report that the family members have re- 
mained faithful to their obligations, and that 
they have been instruments of bringing about 
twenty other people into the church. 

The work of this Spanish mission was initi- 
ated several years ago by Miss Irene Cum- 
mings. It has had a remarkable growth since 
that time, and a recent report shows a member- 
ship of 263 and a Sunday school enrollment of 
336.—From World Service News. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Advisory Council 


S the meeting of the Advisory Council on 

Tuesday, December 4, was its tenth an- 
nual gathering, readers of the Recorp will be 
glad to be informed of the status enjoyed by 
this body, which for a decade has been demon- 
strating increasingly its value to the Society. 

The Advisory Council meets annually in ac- 
cordance with Article XIX of the By-laws of 
the Board of Managers, which states: 

There shall be an Advisory Council formed _of rep- 
resentatives appointed by the evangelical Christian 
bodies in the United 'States whose general organiza- 
tions endorse the work of the American Bible Society 
and request or require their churches to contribute 
to the work of the Society. This Council shall co- 
operate with the Board of Managers in interesting 
the churches which they repre- 


fore taking up the agenda, a stimulating brief 
address on the contribution to the Christian 
religion by the Society through its promotion 
of translations was made by the Rev. Francis 
J. McConnell, D.D., resident Methodist Epis- 
copal bishop in New York, and recently elected 
a ministerial member of the Board of Man- 
agers. 

The forenoon was devoted to a consideration 
of items, an outline of which each representa- 
tive had received several days in advance. The 
question of local churches becoming effective 
centers for the distribution of the Scriptures 
elicited numerous suggestions, the sense of the 
Council being that individual churches would 

cooperate in wider Scrip- 


sent, in the work of the So- 
ciety, and shall advise the 
Board as to its purposes and 
plans. It shall be invited to 
the Annual Meeting of the 
Society, and shall be called to- 
gether at the expense of the 
Society to meet with the Board 
and its Budget Committee at 
that period of the year when 
the budget of the Society 
shall be under consideration. 
At the first meeting of 
the Advisory Council, held 
in 1919, there were nine 
denominations which ap- 
pointed representatives. 
This year twenty-seven 
denominations named 
members to represent 
them. It is of interest to 
note that the following 
three members of the first 
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SCRIPTURE NEEDS IN 
LATIN AMERICA 


Every Latin-American Agency of 
the American Bible Society finds it- 
self unable, because of insufficient 
resources, to supply thousands of 
copies of the Scriptures actually called 
for. The now nearly universal observ- 
ance of the principles of religious 
freedom in Latin America, and the 
widespread hunger for more satisfying 
spiritual life, unite to place a special 
responsibility upon those who believe 
that the answer to this hunger is in 
the pages of the Bible. The distribu- 
tion of Bibles, Testaments, and por- 
tions by the Society in these lands is 
two and a half times what it was five 
years ago, and still toward the end of 
the year the Agencies send in orders 
for thousands of dollars’ worth of 
Scriptures that should have been sup- 
plied but had to await the appropria- 
tions of the following year. No numer- 


ture distribution if work- 
able methods were more 
available. It was recom- 
mended by the Council 
“that during the coming 
year an experiment be 
made among a_ limited 
number of churches, plac- 
ing with them Scriptures 
for sale, the plan to be 
worked out by officers in 
consultation with _ the 
Committee on Home 
Agencies.” 

Three matters of major 
importance were then in- 
troduced and thoughtfully 
considered. The item of 
a “pension plan” receiving 
the sympathetic attention 
of the Council, endorse- 


Council were appointed by 
their respective denomi- 
nations to attend the tenth 
session: Rev. H. C. Alle- 
man, D.D., of the United Lutheran Church, 
Bishop S. C. Breyfogel, D.D., of the Evangeli- 
cal Church, and Rev. E. J. Blekkink, D.D., of 
the Reformed Church in America, the first of 
whom was elected chairman of the Council of 
1928. 

This year’s session was solemnized: by the 
absence of General Secretary Haven, who in 
previous years had contributed so happily and 
constructively to the discharge of business, and 
of whose death suitable and affectionate recoo- 
nition was taken. = 

The .devotional service, beginning at ten 
o'clock, included a participation in it by General 
Secretaries North and Brown, both of whom 
assumed their present positions on May 1. Be- 
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ical goal will suffice. 
Bible must supply the need, 
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Lovers of the ‘ment was given to the 


working out of a pension 
program. The = special 
: ws need for Scripture distri- 
bution existing in Latin America was ampli- 
fied, as was also the desirability of the erec- 
tion of a Bible House at Rio de Janeiro. 

_Considerable discussion centered in the con- 
sideration of ways whereby the Society may 
ensure more intelligent and better support of its 
work on the part of local churches and denom- 
nations. The Council endorsed with gratifying 
approval the methods now in use and urged 
their continuance. The idea was advanced that 
attention might well be given to the students 
of theological seminaries with a view to enlist- 
ing the interest of prospective ministers. Ac- 
tion was taken urging approach be made to 
the denominations through state organizations 
where that method would be convenient. 
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The discussions of the above subjects were 
carried on with the sort of freedom desired by 
the officers, and resulted in bringing to the 
home office the type of idea and suggestion 
necessary for an intelligent cooperation be- 
tween the supporting denominations and the 
Society. 

Following the lunch hour, the Council met 
with the Budget Committee, and considered the 
budget for 1929. Prior to the meeting of the 
Council, the officers, having made a diligent 
study of the financial needs of their depart- 
ments, had presented them to the various com- 
mittees in charge, which had approved them. 
-It was found that the estimated expenditures 
which seemed imperative for the ensuing 
twelve months, exceeded the anticipated in- 
come. Accordingly the budget of estimated 
expense was reduced by approximately $80,000, 
in order that the estimated income and the 
anticipated expenditures might balance. 

The Council, after considering patiently and 
in detail every item of the reduced budget, 
totaling $1,295,849, approved it, reaffirming 
the resolutions of the Council of a year ago, 
which, among other significant items, included 
this statement: 

The budget of the American Bible Society for 1929 
unani#fously approved by the Advisory Council does 
not begin to cover the opportunity open to the Society. 

With this feeling of responsibility toward 
a need inadequately met, but determined to 
render every possible assistance individually 
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and denominationally, the Council adjourned, 
concluding in prayer the discussions and ac- 
tions of a day certain to be productive. 


The denominations officially represented to- 
gether with their respective representatives are 
as follows: 


Church of the Brethren, Rev. Ross D. Murphy. 

Christian Church, Rey. H. M. Hainer. 

Congregational Churches, Mr. F. H. Warner. 

Disciples of Christ, Rev. S. G. Inman, Ph.D. 

Society of Friends, Mr. Arlando Marine. 

Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, Rey. Martin An- 
derson, D.D. 

Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America, Rev. J. 
Ekholni, Ph.D. 

United Luther. Ch. in America, Prof. H. C. Alleman, D.D. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop Francis J. McConnell, 
PhD: LL.D: 

Methodist Protestant Church, Rev. C. S. Kidd. 

Moravian Church, Rey. Paul de Schweinitz, D.D. 

Presby. Church in U. S. A., Rev. Minot C. Morgan, D.D. 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Rev. D. W. Fooks. 

United Presbyterian Church of North America, Rev. James 
H. Parker, Ph.D. 

Protestant Episcopal Church, Bishop James H. Darlington, 
DID Aw kEaDs 

Christian Reformed Church in America, Rev. John Beebe. 

Reformed Church in America, Rey. E. J. Blekkink, D.D. 

Reformed Church in the United States,\‘Rev. Titus A. 
Alspach, D.D. 

United Brethren in Christ, Rev. S. C. Enck, D.D. 


The following denominations were without 
representation due to the inability of their rep- 
resentatives to be present: 


Evangelical Church, Bishop S. C. Breyfogel, D.D. 

Evang. Synod of North America, Rev. John Baltzer, D.D. 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Bishop Collins Denny, 
DED El. D: 

African Methodist Episcopal ere Se 
Caldwell, D.D. 

Colored Meth. Epis. Church, R. S. Williams, D.D. 

Presbyterian Church’ in United States, Rev. Walter 
Lingle, D.D 

Reformed Presbyterian Church 
nanter), Rey. P. J. McDonald. 


Zion Church, Bishop 
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of North America (Cove- 


Presentation of a Bible to the Federal Council 


HE quadrennial meeting of the Federal 

Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica, an officially delegated body representing 
nearly twenty-two millions of church members, 
on December 5-12, was the twentieth anni- 
versary of the establishment of the council. In 
these twenty years the council has come to be an 
agency of great advantage to the churches in 
the development of plans of cooperation and 
coordination in a multitude of phases of the 
common work of the churches. Ever since the 
beginning of the council, the American Bible 
Society has been recognized as one of its 
“advisory, consultative or cooperating” agen- 
cies. Our lamented General Secretary, Dr. 
William I. Haven, was long one of the most 
appreciated advisers of the council. 

In recognition of the twentieth anniversary, 
General Secretary North presented to the first 
session of the council a handsomely bound and 
suitably inscribed copy of the Scriptures, call- 
ing attention to the fact that the American 


Bible Society is probably the oldest existing 
national organization in the field of the co- 
operative service of the churches, and that to 
it unofficially as many denominations are related 
as to the Federal Council, possibly more. Dr. 
North further said: “It would not behoove me 
to comment upon the place of the Scriptures 
in the life of the Council. The Bible does not 
belong to the Society, but to mankind. But it 
is fair to say that in the Bible, made living by 
the spirit of God in your hearts, is the root and 
inspiration and the standard of merit of the 
Council’s ideals and motives. Accordingly, 
with deéply felt good wishes, the Society pre- 
sents this copy of the Bible to the Quadrennial 
Meeting of the Council on its twentieth anni- 
versary, to be used in its services of devotion 
and to stand as a symbol of those facts of 
history and those manifestations of the living 
spirit of God in the world that lead us to Christ 
and there make us one because we are in him.” 

In receiving the copy of the Scriptures, Dr. 
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S. Parkes Cadman, the president, said: “It is, 
indeed, an honor and a privilege to accept this 
handsomely bound copy of the Holy Scriptures 
from the American Bible Society. I recall as 
a student one of the world’s foremost New 
Testament scholars who was my teacher. He 
saw me leave his classroom with a pile of note- 
books and reference volumes, the Bible being 
at the bottom of the pile. ‘Mr. Cadman,’ said 
he, ‘please put the Bible on the top where it 
belongs’; and as he spoke he aided me in do- 
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ing so. It was a simple remark, but it leit a 
lasting impression. Our faith centers in a 
Person and a Life for which these blessed ora- 
cles are the transmitting agency, ratified by the 
conscious experience of believing hearts.” 
It is interesting to note that Bishop Francis 
J. McConnell, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, who has recently become a ministerial 
member of the Board of Managers of the So- 
ciety, has just been elected president of the 
Federal Council for the next quadrennium. 


The Budget 


HE budget as reprinted on the opposite 

page is a terribly business-like-looking 
affair. Its sober columns and technical terms 
closely resemble the ponderous financial state- 
ment of a banking institution, which no one 
but the initiate understands. Our friends with 
a penchant for figures in analyzing the budget 
will discover it to be thoughtfully and skilfully 
prepared. 

To those of our readers to whom any budget 
in its most inviting aspect still remains for- 
midable, may we insist that, underneath the 
bristling dollar marks and 
the cloak of executive par- 
lance of this year’s budget, 
there dwells a warm and 
_ loving spirit. 

Expenditures for the 
salaries listed in the bud- 
get are made in favor of 
a band of loyal persons, 
some in New York City, 
some in China, others in 
South America, a group in 
the Near East, with others 
here and there throughout 
the United States, and 
still others in Mexico, 
Canal Zone; Africa, Jap- 
an, the West _ Indies, 
Philippine Islands, and 
Siam. 
made up of clergymen 
and clerks, pastors and porters, secretaries and 
stenographers, bookkeepers and colporteurs— 
all glad to be rendering their service for the 
wider distribution of the Book of books. 

A considerable fraction of the budget is de- 
voted to the publishing of new volumes of the 
Scriptures, portions that sell for a penny, New 
Testaments for a nickel, Bibles for as little as 
forty-five cents, with finer and better editions 
at a higher price for the well-to-do purchaser. 
There is no aim on the part of the American 
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therefore be it 
Resolved, 
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THE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ON THE BUDGET 


The Bible is the basis of all Chris- 


We believe that the time has come 
to set before those who constitute 
a chief source of income the provi- 
dential possibilities before the Socie- 
ty, and its present financial status; 


That the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society be asked 
to appeal to the Churches of Christ 
in America for largely increased 
gifts toward the wider distribution 
of the Scriptures. 


. ‘5 e a 
This group is twnaneeenenneneneannnnncnnn: 


Bible Society at making money through the 
publication of Scriptures. There is with us no 
“purpose of profit.” 

Included in this array of figures is provision 
for especially prepared Scriptures for those de- 
nied the kindly gift of sight. From now on our 
blind friends will receive the Word at a price 
greatly reduced from that of former years. 
Already letters of delighted appreciation are 
appearing expressing joy at the good news. 
The budget must be studied with these facts 
kindling one’s imagination. 

Some of the budget is 
spent, of course, in order 
to receive money. . New 
friends must be cultivated, 
and new supporters must 
be won. Advertising, 
limited in its extent, seems 
necessary. 

When the officers had 
declared their estimated 
needs for 1929 with the 
approval of various com- 
mittees of the Board of 
Managers, a final confer- 
ence revealed the necessity 
of reducing the budget by 
eighty thousand dollars, in 
order that the expendi- 
tures of 1929 might be 
kept within the anticipated 
normal receipts. It rep- 
resents therefore less than the needs of the So- 
ciety and also less than the hopes of the officers. 

The budget is submitted to the readers of the 
Recorp for their observation and study. Ques- 
tions relative to any section of it will be gladly 
answered. The more its fiscal wrappings are 
removed, the more attractive and appealing 
does it become. It is worthy of intimate ac- 
quaintanceship, since it represents the annual 
outflow of revealed truth made possible by 
friendly and substantial generosity. 
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The Budget for 1929 : 
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As adopted by the Board of Managers on December 6, 1928 | co 
The budget totaling $1,295,849 is summarized as follgws: se 
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1, General Administration: 
Including salaries of general officers: two General Secretaries, a Treasurer, 
and a Recording Secretary; salaries and wages, office force including eight 
persons; travel, postage, telephone, telegraph and cables, supplies, office 
equipment, Bible Society Record, Annual Report, pamphlets, leaflets, library 
expenses, Advisory Council, contingent ........:........05. Bere Baeres $77,147 
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2. Treasurer’s Office and Miscellaneous Accounts: 
Including bookkeeper, cashier, etc.: Pensions, interest on loans, legacy ex- 
penses, annuity expenses, payment of costs over income; capital charges, 
real estate (not Bible House in New York); audits and special accounts, 
United States Trust Co. as Assistant Treasurer, collections of checks, etc... 23,289 


3. Ways and Means: 2 
Salaries and wages of staff, news releases, general advertising, Bible Sunday, 
pamphlets, lantern slides, exhibits and posters; annuity promotion, following 
up donors, new prospects, contingent, etc. ............+. Scho eb vas APotrese 74,958 


RR DRDR PR DRIER DR DR RRR RY 


dy General Distribution: 
Life Members, Auxiliary Bible Societies, the Blind, miscellaneous. home 
expenses, emergencies, and home grants in books or funds; miscellaneous 
foreign, furlough and traveling expenses of Foreign Agency Secretaries, 
pensions, grants in funds or books to fields not included in Agencies— 
countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, Micronesia, etc., and cooperative move- 
ments; translation and revision, plates of new versions not charged in cost 
“ai, MaLove) fechas (LOVATO Pass Wiens Olag ace ee REIN SOcen Glo DELO wc Ay Coiet ic One ara are 81,900 
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5. Publication: 
Scriptures printed for the Society’s work in the United States and Latin 
America chiefly; paper and presswork, binding, general manufacturing 
expenses, superintendence, care and repair of plates, Scriptures purchased, 
depository staff and charges ........ 5 atethng eater egret nh eG Ee COE 390,000 
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6. Home Agencies: 
Ten Home Agencies covering the United States as follows: Agency 
among the Colored People of the United States, Eastern, Atlantic, National 
Capital, South Atlantic, Centrai, Northwestern, Western, Southwestern, and 
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* Pacific. Includes cost of sale and distribution, salaries of Agency Secre- “ 
aS Pt Ar 
Ds taries, cost of colportage, and grants through the Agencies............... 155,906 
os [This amount does not include cost of manufacture of Scriptures (other than grants) se 
7 distributed through these Agencies and amounting to about $275,000, which is included Ke 
45 under ‘“‘Publication.’’] & 
a6 26 
Nhe AVS 
7. Foreign Agencies: a 
Twelve Foreign Agencies, covering Latin America, the Near East, and the se 

Far East: West Indies, Mexico, Caribbean, Upper Andes, La Plata, Brazil, ‘ah x 

Levant, Arabic Levant, Philippines, Siam, China, and Japan...........-. Fe 492,649 e 

[This appropriation includes cost of manufacture and purchase of Scriptures and the Se 

expenses connected with the missionary distribution by colporteurs, Agency corre- 5 

spondents, etc., and the salaries of twelve Secretaries. ] “6 
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{ 
UR cover picture, an exact representa- 
7 tion in color and size of the one-cent 
Gospel of Mark, is typical of the particularly 
attractive and appropriate pictures which ap- 
pear on the eleven one-cent volumes in which 
the New Testament is issued by the Society. 
e 
In this, the first issue of another year, trib- 
utes to the Bible seem especially appropriate. 
It is interesting also to find that the phrase “up- 
to-date” appears in two 
tributes reaching us in 
December, one from 
the homeland, and one 
from distant Africa. 
We call especial atten- 
tion to the articles by 
Dr. Hamilton and Dr. 
Fraser on “The Up-to- 
date Book,” and that by 
Dr. James S. Clark on 
“The Wonderful Old 
Book.” 
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T HE accompanying 
picture is of the bronze 
tablet to be erected in 


It will help to complete 
the story. 
e ® 

Wirw his church and 
his friends the Ameri- 
can Bible Society shares 
a very real loss through 
the sudden death of the 
Rev. J. Albert Johnson, 
M.D., D.D., bishop of 
the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, on 
November 23. He was 
the representative of his denomination on 
the Advisory Council of the American Bible 
Society for several years; was present at the 
session of the council in 1927, and had planned 
to attend the recent meeting of the council. 
His experience as a medical missionary in 
British Guiana, and his important duties as 
bishop, deepened his love for the Bible and his 
sense of the importance of its circulation. He 
was a valuable and valued friend of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 

e e 

Worn has just reached us of the death of the 
Rey. Ph. A. Delaporte, the translator of the 
Nauru Bible published by our Society for the 
people of that far Pacific island. ; 
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Notes and Comments 


THE list of plates of Scriptures in the vaults 
of the Bible House in English and in forty- 
eight foreign languages which appeared in the 
December Recorp was striking in itself. The 
fact that their value is over $2,000,000 perhaps 
arrested the attention of the readers. Some 
figures compiled for the occasion, however. 
escaped insertion and are here supplied. Any- 
one summarizing the data there given would 
find that the vaults contain plates for 21 English 

and 33 foreign com- 
7" plete Bibles; 4 English 
and 11 foreign Testa- 
ments and Psalms; 5 
English and 31 foreign 
Testaments; 9 English 
and 36 foreign por- 
tions—a total of exact- 

ly 150 volumes. 

e e 
AcENcy_ Secretaries 
Marcial-Dorado, Mar- 
¢  jroquin, and Gregory, 
and one of the General 
Secretaries, have been 
appointed delegates to 
the Evangelical Con- 
gress to be held in Ha- 

vana in June, 1929, 

e e 

THERE is something 
touching and arresting 
in this recent incident 
reported from our 
salesroom. A lady call- 
ed to purchase 1,000 
one-cent portions and 
added a contribution of 
$25 for our work 
among the blind. She 
mentioned that a week 
before she had lost her glasses, and realized 
then how handicapped a blind person must be. 
So the donation followed. 

ee 

I’RoM a letter received from Mr. L. C. For- 
sythe, of Lewistown, Ohio, an excerpt is sug- 
gestive: 


9471 


109 49354 


In the study of languages there is no better text 
to take one into the very heart and soul of a language, 
than the Bible. I have found it so with the Spanish 
as well as the English. The Bible, while retaining its 
own message and divine character, is rich in the 
idiomatic expression of whatever language it is trans- 
lated into; it has a very extensive vocabulary, and all 
the tenses of the verbs are in constant use—making it 
a very desirable text for the study of languages. I 
noticed this fact when I was a child learning to talk, 
and capitalized it in the study of the Spanish; am now 
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employing this principle in reading the Esperanto 
Testament, and am planning in the future to do the 
same with the French and Italian. 


WE find the following in the Southern 
Churchman of December 8 as testimony to the 
Bible from one of the world’s most successful 
merchants : 

The greatest and most far-reaching purchase I ever 
made was that of a small red leather-covered Bible, 
which I bought of my Sunday-school teacher, paying 
$2.75 on the installment plan. I was then ten years’ 
old. That Book has made possible all that has counted 
most in my life—John Wanamaker. 

e @ 

THe December Recorp has called forth a 
number of cheering encomiums. The following 
from Arkansas tells an interesting tale: 

The Society Recorp of December, 1928, to hand. I 
hardly recognized it in its beautiful Christmas dress. 


BiBLE Society REcoRD 11 


It stirs memories of the past. It is the first clear 
statement of the wonderful progress of the Society I 


have seen. I have been a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, seventy-one years. I have 
been a Methodist preacher sixty-three years. I have 


been a Life Member of the American Bible Society 
forty-two years. I have my Certificate of Member- 
ship neatly framed hanging on the wall, date, sixth 
of March, 1886, Enoch L. Fancher, President. I will 
be eighty-eight years’ old the fifteenth of next month. 
e e 

Worpb comes from the Central Agency that 
the Rev. Frank W. Points, colporteur of the 
Agency in Cincinnati and nearby parts of Ohio 
and Kentucky, was struck by an automobile 
while in duty for the Society, and severely 
injured. His tireless and consecrated service 
has done much to forward the work of the 
Agency. Just last spring he visited more than 
3,000 homes in and about Cincinnati, holding 
services and supplying Scriptures to the needy. 


Our Most “Up-to-date” Book 


A warm friend of our Society obtained this sermon-tribute to the Bible from her pastor, 
Dr. J. C. Hamilton, of Sewickley, Pa. 


UR progress in the use of light has led 

us from the pine knot and the rushlight 
to the tallow dip, the candle, the kerosene lamp, 
the gaslight, and electricity. But all our prog- 
ress “in the production of light does not to 
the slightest degree render the sun less in- 
dispensable. 

In our moral progress we may “forget the 
things which are behind, and press forward 
to that which is before”; we may go on in our 
spiritual conceptions “step by step, from glory 
to glory,’—but our progress is ever, not from, 
but toward Jesus Christ. 

It is so with this Bible: the life and the 
spirit of Jesus are its essence. Until you can 
no longer find in this Book: the clearest rebuke 
of sin and its havoc upon human nature; the 
strongest reprimand to the selfishness that eats 
away at the whole social structure; the highest 
standard of the neighborliness necessary to 
community and international harmony; the 
purest call to the love that binds friendships 
or life unions with the bonds that only bless ; 
—until you can write a better twenty-third 

_ Psalm; until you can pray a greater prayer than 
that of the seventeenth chapter of John; until 
you can speak a more blessed assurance than 
you find in John 14; until you can no longer 
find in this Bible the tenderest words of com- 
fort for sorrow, trouble, and distress; the 
best news ever published, of God, of life, of 
death, of heaven, of immortality ;—until then 
this Bible stands a book you have not out- 
grown! ee 

The best way to find out how impossible it 


is to get beyond this Bible, is To READ it. Only 
an unread Bible is a dead Bible. The more 
it is read, the more deathless it becomes. Some 
one has summed it all up by saying: “You can 
not date the mind of Christ!” 


Corroboration from Africa 


Here is testimony on the same line and 
using the very words “up-to-date” in a note 
just in from Dr. Melvin Fraser, of the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Mission in the Cameroons, 
Africa, who is engaged in the translation of 
the Old Testament into Bulu. He writes: 

“With my Bulu assistant, Meye Nkpwele, 
who is a member of my theological class of 
thirteen, we finished the translation of the six- 
tieth chapter of Isaiah today. Translating is 
an arduous task, and great privilege, requiring 
much patient exegesis and seeking the mind of 
the Spirit, that we may accurately embody the 
thought of the text in good vernacular form. 

“Tsaiah, though written twenty-six hundred 
years ago, is not a back number, but quite up- 
to-date, as meeting the world’s moral and 
spiritual needs today, if only a lot of us would 
incline the ear and yield the heart to the thunder 
peals and tender appeals of this Hebrew uni- 
versal statesman, evangelical and evangelistic 
prophet of Messiah. 

“Tn the course of time we hope to have the 
Old Testament, being translated by very busy 
missionaries, ready for the press. Meanwhile, 
we appreciate the Bible Society’s sympathetic 
interest in our local aim,—a mere drop in the 
Society’s world-wide bucket.” 
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One-cent Portions 


HE American Bible Society has been pub- 
lishing separate Gospels or other books 

of the Bible for over one hundred years. The 
first portions were probably the Gospel of St. 
John in the Mohawk and Delaware languages. 
Never, however, has it been possible to produce 
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separate books of the Bible more cheaply and 
attractively than today. A reproduction of the 
picture cover of St. Mark’s Gospel in English 
is found on the cover of this issue. Perhaps it 
will be interesting to describe how the present 
results were attained. 

The Gospels and_ other 
books of the Bible are of vari- 
ous lengths. If a uniform 
type is used for all, there will 
be a different number of pages 
in each book. The result is 
that fractional printing forms 
will be required for almost all 
of the books. The one-cent 
portions are based upon a uni- 
form size of type page and 
upon a uniform number of 
pages. This requires that each 
book be printed in a type that 
will come within the limited 
space allotted; namely, 64 
pages of uniform size. 

Each of the Gospels and the 
Book of Acts is a unit and can 
not be divided. They are 
too long to unite two in one volume, They 
require five separate volumes. In St. Matthew 
and St. Luke the type is smaller than in the 
shorter Gospels. If the New Testament had 


been printed in ten volumes to sell at ten cents, 
the type in the remaining six volumes would 
have been small, and they would not have been 
read as easily. It was decided, therefore, to 
divide the New Testament into eleven parts 
instead of into ten. 

The first cost was, of 
course, the composition and 
making of the plates. After 
these were paid for by the 
very large editions published. 
in English, it was possible to 
include three-color pictures on 
the covers, and maps and illus- 
trations on blank pages in the 
text, if there were any. As 
the books are printed four or 
five at a time, and folded and 
gathered four or five at a time, 
the handling costs for each of 
these items have been thereby 
reduced. The wire stitching 
of these four books is one op- 
eration. The wire stitching is 
also simplified. At least two 
books are stitched in one op- 
eration. After trimming, the separate books 
are automatically sorted according to titles. 

Economy and simplicity are at the basis of 
their production. First, there is economy in 


the use of paper—two sheets folded make four 
books. There is economy in the handling of 
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PYRAMID OF CAIUS CESTIUS 


One of the extant monuments of Rome the Apostle Paul saw 


plates, as pages are ganged two to one printing 
plate. There is economy in handling, as at 
least four books are handled at one time 
throughout. And there is simplicity in the 


ruption. 


“January, 1929 
interchangeable nature of each book in the 
series. This uniformity of size makes it possible 
to print many languages at one time. Each of 
the four or five books may be a different lan- 
guage. 

Never before has it been possible for the 
Society to produce such books in such variety 
so cheaply and with so much in the way of 
illustrations and color thrown in. We know 


BiBLeE Society REcorp 13. 


that our friends will rejoice with us in this 
achievement. The present price makes possible 
the distribution of three or four times as many 
Gospels or portions for the same amount of 
money as was used in previous years for other 
similar books. It makes possible the savings 
of quantity production in many foreign lan- 
guages, by uniting English and other languages 
as component parts of a single whole. 


The Penny Gospels 


By Owen F. Thompson 
They are so apropos that we reprint here these six verses from the January, 


1927, 


HAT wisdom God has giv’n to men; 
What grace to use that wisdom well; 
For men were needing, oh, so much, 
The truth the “Penny Gospels” tell. 


And so they made the little books, 
And packed them neatly, row on row, 
And sent them out to all the world 
Where “Penny Gospels” need to go. 


There one is clasped in a newsboy’s hand, 
To be read on a noisy city street; 

And one is read by a prodigal son 
As he counts the ties with his weary feet. 
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And there’s one for the workman in the shops, 
And one for the clerk in the grocery store, 
And one for the soldier’s and sailor’s kit, 
And one for the drummer who left our door. 


Yes, we are the Royal Volunteers, 
Who serve both rich and poor alike. 
A penny, sir!—and we’re yours for life, 
And “Penny Gospels” never strike. 


A penny apiece covers all our cost— 
But a penny does not touch our worth! 
For we offer you all the joys of heaven, 
Which is more than all the wealth of earth. 


» The Wonderful Old “Book” 


An editorial in The Presbyterian Advance, December 13, 1928, 
by the Rev. Janes E. Clark, DD. LL.D. . 


N old song tells us that whenever we 
receive some benefit we should “pass it 
on.” That’s the reason for this bit of editorial 
testimony and advice. 
The editor recently enjoyed an exceptionally 
_ helpful experience. For weeks he had been 
' taking “snatches of time” in the effort to do 
what several subscribers have asked to have 
done—to select choice passages of Scripture, 
as expressed in some of the recently published 
translations, for publication in The Advance. 
But he made little progress because of the 
numerous interruptions which come to one who 
_has too many responsibilities. . 
Finally he became desperate. He determined 
that everything else must wait, that time might 
be had for really careful investigation and selec- 
tion. So, in his study at home, he took a whole 
day for the task—a “task” which transformed 
itself into real recreation when it could be 
undertaken free from pressure and from inter- 
As a result this happened—would 
that it could happen more frequently: He spent 
about nine successive hours in doing nothing 
except reading the Bible—sometimes the same 
passage in four or five English versions. _ 
What an experience! It is wonderful to dis- 
cover the new light that is thrown on well- 


known portions of Scripture when several 
versions are read; but there is something even 
more wonderful about spending a whole day 
in that manner. There comes with all the 
freshness of new discovery a consciousness of 
the many-sided greatness of the Bible as com- 
pared with other books. Forced to read—or 
at least “skim through”—many volumes every 
month, one is tempted to cry out with “the 
Preacher” of old, “Futility of futilities, all is 
futility,” because of the endlessness of words 
and the rareness of anything which has much 
bearing on the worth-while things of life. Of 
course, much that is worth while may be found 
in the modern books—when one digs through 
the multiplied words as a miner digs through 
sand and gravel to find his gold; but, when it 
is found, there comes also the discovery that, 
like the nugget of gold, it has been washed 
down through the ages from some far-off 
deposit and could have been discovered much 
more quickly through a little visit to the Book 
of books. 

Wonderful from the literary point of view, 
wonderful for its revelation of the true values 
of life, wonderful for its conciseness and its 
vividness of presentation, wonderful for its por- 
traits of one’s self and its manifestations of 
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God, wonderful to convict and inspire, to com- a wonderful old book. Know it better. Spend 
fort and strengthen, wonderful as a “short cut’ more time with it. That is the lesson of a 


to the gold mine of eternal truth—the Bible is day’s experience. 
e e e 


Speaking Various Languages 
An address before the Christian Conference at Bangkok, July 15, 1928, by C. K. Trung, 
of the Siam and Laos Agency 


We share with our readers this original and interesting address, as un illustration of an Oriental 
treatment of a familiar subject. The subtitles have been inserted. 


BEG to divide my text, Acts 2:4, into two whose speech, though he had been in Siam only 
parts: (1) Men speaking various languages; eight months, some toreigners who had lived 
(2) Scriptures speaking various languages. in Siam a long time could not equal. You 
remember his text—“Love greater than this 
there is none.” On the other hand, not to under- 


stand the language of each other is not only 


Men Speaking Various Languages 

As to men who have spoken various lan- 
guages, note, first, that from the time of our 
first father Adam down to the flood there was 
but one language for all mankind. But when 
they became lofty in their imagination and built 
the Babel Tower with a view to safety from 
floods, God made them speak in various tongues, 
in order to protect them from pride and failure. 

In the New Testament Zechariah did not 
believe that Elizabeth would bear a son in her 
old age, and the Angel Gabriel made him not 
speak at all. These two cases are direct oppo- 
sites, but both came as a curse. 

We remember that when God sent Moses 
to speak to Pharaoh to let Israel go to worship 
in the wilderness, Moses denied that he had a 
mouth that could speak well; but we see that 
he must have learnt the principles of speaking 
during his forty years’ stay in Pharaoh’s palace. without benefit; it may even bring penalty, as 
God told him He would be in his mouth when jn the case of a foreign tourist, two or three 
he had to say something. And so He was. The months ago, in Bangkok. He hired a motor 
Lord’s disciples received the Holy Spirit and, car for sightseeing, He knew just one Siamese 
word,—webh, to turn aside. “Weh,” he directed 
the chauffeur, as he took his seat in the car. 
“Weh, weh, weh,” he directed over and over 
during the three hours’ ride, until the chauf- 
feur was frantic. When he wanted to stop, 
he called “weh” again. By this time the chaut- 
feur was at the limit of his patience and— 
gasoline. ‘‘Now I won’t have to take that word 
again,” he spoke back; “for the gasoline is 
finished.” Then there began a verbal wrangle 
that had to be settled in the police court. So 


much for the benefit and disadvantage of dif- 
fering speech. 


COOPERATIVE BUILDING 
Men of a village erecting a house for one of their number 


SOME COLPORTEURS OF THE SIAM AGENCY Sn ee 
I want, in the second place, to show 
in a moment, spoke fluently in various lan- that the Scriptures speak in various lan- 
guages. The three thousand who repented were guages. At the first it was not so. ; They 
upward of sixteen tongues. had only two original languages—Hebrew and 
It is an advantage when men can speak in Greek. This fewness of languages was the 
various languages. In the last conference, cause of guilt,—which guilt still clings to us, 
for instance, you will remember Mr. Landon, —for some groups of Jews stressed the ex- 
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ternals. They held that the Scriptures are next 
to God in importance, not to be touched by the 
hands of sinful men, and they laid them on the 
altar as a most holy offering. It was the guilt 
of the Scriptures that they could not speak to 
people in their tongue. But now they can speak 
in many languages, and this is a great benefit 
to us. When we consider this fact, we cannot 


WOMEN AND GIRLS OF A GHAW VILLAGE 


be too thankful to those who translated them 
into so many languages. Because, first, they 
enable us to understand the Scriptures in de- 
tail, and scheming men cannot hide the teach- 
ing nor_deceive us; and, secondly, they give us 
who dé not know those languages a method of 
understanding any of them; a method we can 
use for instruction instead of. our speech. 

Do you believe that we, all here, are able 
to use a method of speaking up to eight hundred 
and more languages? As, for instance, one 


-day a Gurumukki came into the Bible House, 


and I asked him, “Of what race are you?” 
“The Gurumukki race,” he answered. I took 
down a Gospel of Matthew in the Gurumukki 
language for him to read, and gave him the 
gist of the story. Because I knew how to direct 
his reading, he could read with understanding. 
This shows how, though I could not speak nor 
read his language, I yet could attempt to make 
him understand. That is because the Scriptures 
themselves speak in many tongues. 

They speak in more than eight hundred 
languages. Of those who are willing to throw 
away their life in order to translate, Tyndale 
is chief; but of those eight hundred languages 
not many are of much benefit to us. If a per- 
‘son who knows and writes English, for in- 
stance, or Greek or Chinese, but wants to know 
Siamese literature in the same way a Siamese 
does, it will be a difficult task. In this way, 
Mrs. Judson, living in Burma, was the first to 
think of the Siamese and to translate the Gospel 
of Matthew into Siamese. This was the first 
Scripture in the Tai language; and translation 
was continued, until now we can read and 
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understand the whole Bible as easily as we can 
eat bananas. 
A Patriotic Appeal 


Do we sometimes think how many dialects 
the Tai have? There are in the Bible House 
in Bangkok translations for the Tai Ngiu, Tai 
Lu, Tai Yuan, Tai Lao of Ubol, Tai Ya, Tai 
Chung Chia, and the Tai South or Siamese. 
You doubtless have heard and you know that 
Scriptures for the Tai I have mentioned have 
not yet gone to all of them. I beg to stir you 
up to reckon the numbers of the Tai scattered 
abroad. Major Davies tells us that “north of 
the Yang-tze River there are more Tai than 
south of it.” To the northeast of Yunnan 
Kweichow has two million Tai Chung Chia and 
two or three American missionaries. East 
is Kwang-si Province with about two mil- 
lion Tai Chawng and Tai Tun, and two 
American families. The number of Tai out- 
side Siam is greater than inside. Dr. Dodd 
estimates the number at about equal in and out, 
but the Roman Catholic missionaries in China 
make the number outside Siam double the in- 
side. We may guess the total number at about 
twenty-five million. 

Brethren, this is a large number, and they 
are of the same race as ourselves, but we are 
not giving them much thought. When we speak 
in this way, will you Tai of Siam not give 
some thought to your brothers outside? I am 


not making any suggestions as to what you 
should do. I, who am not of the Tai race, 


MISSIONARY HOME AMONG THE TAI 
Chiengrung, China 


I hope 


only want to show my regard for them. 
you love them more than I do. 


A Company of Accusers 
Finally, let me tell you something that 
happened while I was writing this address. A 
company of Tai of the outside sections came 
and accused me. They said, “You are very 
partial. You make provision for other people 
many times a month. But we, we have lived 
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here long before you came into this work and 
until now. These eight years you have been 
in it. We do not envy anyone, but please have 
regard for us as well.” I replied, “What you 
say is true. I do pity you; but what can I do? 
The Society has ability to help you, if it has the 
means. It wants to take you also on its tours, 
but it lacks two things: First, money for car- 
riers. The distances are great. Then, trusty 
men—unless the home missions can furnish 
them. I am not forgetting to bring your cry 
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before the Home Mission Committee at the 
first opportunity.” 

This company of accusers is the twenty 
thousand Tai portions of Scriptures stored in 
the Bible House for the last ten years. I trust — 
that this opportunity of speaking to you will 
be of benefit to the Bible Society and also to 
the Home Mission Committee, in order that 
they may join together in distributing the 
Scriptures to the various branches of the Tai 
race in their various tongues. 


“In Prison and Ye Visited Me” 


By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D., Secretary, Northwestern Agency 


N the St. Charles School 

for boys, just out of the 
city of Chicago, there are 
about 1,200 boys committed 
to this homey farm by the 
courts in the hopes that, thus 
arrested in their beginnings 
of crime, they may be re- 
deemed for society and 
right. 

Miss Nellie Scott, a teach- 
er in the public schools of 
Chicago, has made the long 
journey out to St. Charles 
every Sunday for the past 
eight years, to spend the Sun- 
day school and church hour 
with her “boys.” Her recent 
appeal for 400 Bibles for her 
work among these boys met 
with a quick response, and 
we here see Miss Scott with 
a part of the 400 Bibles 
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MISS NELLIE SCOTT 


which were shipped to her 
by return express. If she 
can continue such a faithful 
self-sacrificing service Sun- 
day aiter Sunday, in storm 
or shine, surely the Bible So- 
ciety shall fail her not in 


such an emergency! Who 
can estimate the influ- 
ence of such years of serv- 


ice? Hundreds of those lads 
already restored to society 
and their families, and scores 
and hundreds of those still 
on the farm, many of them 
soon to go out, look upon 
Miss Scott with fond affec- 
tion for her grip of love, and, 
for her sake as well as for 
its own, take the Bible as 
their guidebook for a cleanly 
life. Would that there were 
more like her! 


Le 


A Chapter a Day 


ANUARY 1, 1929, finds again the begin- 

ning of a period of widespread reading of 
the New Testament as a preparation for the 
pre-Easter period. This has been planned by 
the Commission on Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, of 
which Dr. Charles L. Goodell is secretary. The 
plan for this year is for the reading of the 
two Corinthian letters followed by the Gospel 
of Mark. On the basis of one chapter each 
day, the reading will continue until the first 
day of Lent, at which time the Commission 
recommends the use of the special devotional 
pamphlet prepared by it with readings and 
meditations for each day. The attractive is- 


sues of the one-cent portions have already been 
of large use in similar readings, and thousands 
of churches will doubtless secure and distribute 
for reading by their members the copies of 
Mark and of I and II Corinthians. The cover 
of the Gospel of Mark depicts a scene upon 
the sea of Galilee sketched from a photograph, 
the fishing boat in the foreground being a re- 
minder of the part which such boats played in 
the life and ministry of our Lord. ’ 

The cover of the Corinthian letters, also 
sketched from a photograph, shows the remain- 
ing columns of the great temple at Corinth as 
viewed from a grotto, in the neighboring hill- 
side, which may have been originally the rear 


Eture. 


’ their use. 
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of a store fronting upon the square. The 
anxiety and affection of the Apostle Paul for 
the church in Corinth, shown forth in language 
at times vigorous, at times pleading, is shared 
by all who look out upon the church today with 
the desire that it fulfil its spiritual mission. We 
can be thankful that some of the problems 
that were so acute in Paul’s day are not so 
serious now; but all church members and 
churches can well profit by the thoughtful read- 
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ing of these letters, and then by meditating 
upon the refreshing and rapidly moving narra- 
tive of the Gospel of St. Mark. 

The Society has issued its usual circular con- 
cerning this plan, giving the addresses of the 
Agencies from which the Gospels may be or- 
dered, and will welcome the cooperation of 
readers of the Recorp in calling the attention 
of their pastors to this plan and sending orders 
to the Agencies for these books. 


Our Christmas Service 


It has been suggested that a brief repori of our Christmas service might be helpful to others 
in the future, 


WEEKLY custom of the Bible House 
staff is to gather for a devotional service 
on Friday noon. On special occasions, such as 


'» Christmas and Easter, the service is enlarged 


in scope both as to program and audience, and 


adjusted as to day. Thus our Christmas serv- 


ice this year was held at noon on the Satur- 
day before, and marked the closing of the office 
until after, Christmas. It was a joyous occa- 
sion. 

A happy practice of individuals and groups 
in the Bible House staff is to herald the com- 
ing of Christmas by special decorations on 
their desks or in their offices, thus sharing and 
spreading the cheer of Christmas around them. 
This year the decorated Christmas tree was 
most frequently used; a chimney, a snow-cov- 
ered tree, and a Krippe with farmyard animals 


--out in front and a background of the blue 
heavens dotted with stars, adding variety as one 


passed from office to office. 

Perhaps the most significant of this year was 
a sizable tree brightly decorated, because it 
had been erected by the depository staff down 
in the basement, where few but the depository 
staff ever enter, where the year round the work 
is done by artificial light, and amid the stock 
of thousands of thousands of volumes of Scrip- 
This tree, surreptitiously transferred to 
the Board of Managers’ Room and placed on 
the President’s desk, brought surprise and de- 
light to the Christmas gathering. 

Familiar and precious Christmas hymns were 
sung, and the sweet story of Christmas as told 
in the second chapter of the Gospel according 
to St. Luke was read. But variety marked 
As the reading of the first seven 
verses was concluded, with lights extinguished, 
the strains of “Holy Night” came softly from 


' the organ, and from behind the platform cur- 
tain its words were sweetly sung by a gifted 


member of the stenographic staff. The next 


seven verses of the story by Luke were read 


in unison, from one-cent portions which had 
been supplied to each one present. 

With the reading by all, in English, of the 
fourteenth verse—“Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace among men in whom 
He is well pleased”—a happy innovation was 
introduced. The same verse was read in ten 
different languages by different members of the 
Bible House staff, each of whom was conver- 
sant with the language read. Hebrew, the lan- 
guage of the people to whom that message orig- 
inally came, was first; then Greek, the language 
in which the New Testament was written, the 
first record of the message; next Latin, the off- 
cial language of the first great church and the 
language of one of the earliest standard trans- 
lations of the Bible; next German, so largely 
made a language through the translation of 
the Bible by Luther; then Italian, and next 
French, followed by Spanish, the language in 
which the Bible House sends out more Scrip- 
tures than any other except English, and then 
Portuguese. Great mission fields were repre- 
sented as the verse was read in Mandarin for 
China, in Japanese for that empire, and in 
Telugu for India; into each of which Ameri- 
can missionaries, generously aided by the 
American Bible Society, had helped to trans- 
late the Bible. ‘Hark, hark, the herald angels 
sing” naturally followed the reading of this 
verse, carrying the reminder that this good 
news still is being heralded in many, many lan- 
guages of the world. 

After the reading of the fifteenth to the 
twentieth verses of this second chapter of 
Luke, the act of the shepherds, recorded in the 
twentieth verse, was repeated by the singing 
of the hymn “Joy to the world.” 

The remainder of the service had the more 
usual and important features of a prayer of 
thanksgiving and praise, a brief address, and 
the benediction, with the exchange of good 
wishes for Christmas. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 

Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 


HE eighth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers in its one hundred and thir- 
teenth year was held at the Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York, on Thursday, December 6, 
1928, at 3:30 o’clock p. m., President E. Fran- 
cis Hyde in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. George William Brown. : 

The minutes of the seventh stated meeting 
of the Board of Managers were presented and 
approved. 

The following memorial minute on Robert 
Lansing, LL.D., a former Vice-President, was 
adopted by rising vote: 

Robert Lansing, LL.D. 


The Hon. Robert Lansing, remembered in history 
as Secretary of State under President Wilson during 
the historic and trying period of the world war, died 
on October 30, 1928. He became a Vice-President of 
the American Bible Society in 1918. 
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Prior to his elevation to the office of Secretary of 
State, Mr. Lansing had served his government con- 
spicuously in the capacity of legal counselor. At the 
time of his death it was said of him that before he 
became Secretary of State, in 1915, he had been the 
representative of the United States in more interna- 
tional controversies than had any other living man. 
Under all circumstances Mr. Lansing was always 
the same modest, self-effacing, indefatigable public 
servant. Bee: ; 

Upon the termination of his responsibilities with 
the Department of State, Mr. Lansing became senior 
member of the law firm of Lansing and Woolsey, with 
offices in Washington, D. C. Since 1920 he served 
as counsel for the Chinese Government, and also as 
counsel for Chile in the arbitration of the Tacna- 
Arica dispute. It is of interest to note that Mr. Lans- 
ing was the son-in-law of the Hon. John W. Foster, 
Secretary of State in the cabinet of President Ben- 
jamin Harrison. Both Mr. Lansing and his father- 
in-law, Mr. Foster, showed courtesies at various times 
to religious organizations, notably to various boards 
of foreign missions having relationships abroad. 

The Board would record its appreciation of the 
life, services and character, and extend its sympathy 
to the family, of its former Vice-President. 


The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were presented and approved. 

The minutes of the Budget Committee were 
presented, together with the recommended ap- 
propriations which had the unanimous support 
of the Advisory Council. Adjustments had 


been made by the General Reference Committee 


at the request of the Budget Committee. 

The budget for 1929 was adopted, totaling 
$1,295,849. 

The minutes of the Advisory Council were 
presented and their actions recorded. 

On the recommendation of the General Ref- 
erence Committee the Board reduced its special 
price on embossed Bibles for the blind to 50 
cents a volume. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of October, 1928: Brazil, 
3,721 volumes, valued at $451.78; Caribbean, 
2,042 volumes, valued at $1,064.70; Japan, 150 
volumes, valued at $175.56; La Plata, 2,525 
volumes, valued at $704.74; Mexico, 2,135 vol- 
umes, valued at $289.29; Siam, 62 volumes, 
valued at $15.90; Upper Andes, 12 volumes, 
valued at $18.40; total volumes, 10,647; total 
value, $2,720.37. 

The issues from the Bible House during Oc- 
tober were 608,901 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 
ee eee 

FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 


and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of————— 2 


If real estate is given, for the last three s 
: words above, ‘‘the 
as of,” substitute the words “the following property, to 
wit. 


CASH RECEIPTS IN NOVEMBER, 1928 


, 


———————— 


LEGACIES 
Davies, Mary, late of Elgin, 
12, Sees eater Occur ae 9 00 
Estate of Rev. Henry C. 
EehOmSOny iD. Diverse. 343 53 
$442 53 
ANNUITY GIFTS 
Amount received during 
the month: % os... .oe.00 


$41,778 22 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES 
E Received on 
Donation Book 
Account Account 


BAVA AINA estes sass « 67 20 
Buffalo City and Erie 
Gee Niae Vicaitos, vente as 50 00 500 00 
Ionia Welsh, Wis.... 50 00 
Long Island, N. Y... 50 00 
Massachusetts ...... 500 00 
ING wir MOE Ste ctevee:s < 227 45 
DE OUIS! MOd 5. ose 1 81 
Troy Female, Ohio..125 00 66 02 
Waster i GoveN. ZY. scs.s:0 17 29 
United Bible Society, 
Eastern Allen Co., 
HEADS SNe eoraratevelere ss 36 46 
_ Westchester Co., N. Y. 22 
$1,416 45 
On Donation Account 275 00 
$1,691 45 
HOME AGENCIES 
BGP TACO CH loco ttle 5) cielsls ase as $4,888 71 
MSL DIE popelctsy ooee tar slals’victer=llule ,811 81 


Colored People of U. S. A. $2,221 43 
Eastern 65 

National Capital 
Northwestern 
EXSCATY Claes leo as 0s oe 
South Atlantic 
Southwestern 
Western 


re oy 


$28,807 35 


FOREIGN AGENCY 
West Indies 


$209 20 


TO ee eee ewe oree 


From Home Agencies and Included 
in Home Agencies Receipts 


Donations from Auxiliary 
Societies: 
Monmouth Co., N. J..... $150 00 
Pennsylvania, Pastas: 980 80 
Gifts from Churches........ 851 56 
Gifts from Individuals...... 338 47 


RETURNS FROM SCRIPTURES 
DONATED 


Board of National Missions, 


Presby. Church, U. S. A. $ 19 55 
Emerick, Rev. Irving P.... 1 00 
$ 20 55 
RECAPITULATION 

WCLACIES) ais. cis's soc oleateteee 442 53 
AMAULLY: Gifts”... «creme 41,778 22 

Auxiliary Societies on Do- 
nation ‘Account Jaeeee- 1,416 45 

Auxiliary Societies on 
Book Account. <2chase.- 275 00 
Home Agencies .......... 28,807 3 


Foreign Agencies ........ 209 

Returns from Scriptures 
WONACC ae rere ceri ave 20 
$72,949 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Annuity Department .... $ 5,066 
Bible House Rentals...... 10,215 
Bible Society Record..... 7 
Funds for Transmission... 104 


General Salaries and Ex- 


DAN BOS Tite cusiern ets cee 2 
Gifts for Distribution to 

the Blind from Individu- 

DIS) cotiaish alee iorwettieie einen 1,110 
Gifts from Churches..... 32,532 
Gifts from Individuals... 14,671 
Income from Available In- 

VeEStinents ign castes seca 333 
Income from Legacies and 

Gifts, Trust Funds..... 20,000 
Manufacturing Credits... 602 
Margaret O. Sage Legacy 

ECE) Perec sosieiisiveio sie ciote 10,175 
Scriptures to the Blind... 
Special Annuity Income 

and EXXDpense ..°.0 0... 904 
Whe lrad eli. cavamuseette 2,108 

$97,834 
Total Cash Receipts..... $170,784 


JOURNAL ENTRY 


Annuity Gifts—Bonds re- 
ceived in November val- 
ued at $1,000, entered on 
our books at 


———SOoSS=Ee_™®_"e™me_es=Eme_Eu_—_e_e_e__ eee —— ——___—_—_————=E]_—_—E-_—_——=———_—=_—_—_—-!=- 
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CASH STATEMENT FOR NOVEMBER, 1928 


Total Cash Balance 


GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
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$65,408 18 


RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Meroe sroiceieis.2 55,027 98 BiUlSVOL! MX CHAN LE. crcl sieieie, sores Oeasies op vsiete GL4,200 146 
; pee lige: te toe Gas a ; 275 00 General Salaries and Expenses..........-... 5,055 06 
pes soa “nnn peg ie ha a Se 1.416 45 Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses... 1,206 31 
Ae pag era aie itn ema aie aistabs/orris Welneypieieisis0 © aan a Bible House Caen sae aOR ee 5,301 12 
Hanis egsatac oe - Sp eee sent eee ener te ee etee neces : Be ee tine = hE 
eet aPC NDI #0 ats ee 2 art 9 oy ~ Diftagion of Information.........0c0.04.00%-- 4,765 39 
Manufacturing Credits ...---+--++++eseereeres 60 AMOI Y | Department) salsceciieciek orotiertess soe cis 16,111 93 
Annuity Account ....-++seeeee etree eee ere rere 41,778 22. \etpieeBoclety Record. «4. vn 0.t 00+ 00s tae sey nsa 168 95 
Bible House Rentals..........--.sscseeceees 10,215 17 Gash reserved for Publication Department... 31,261 61 
Gifts for Distribution to Blind............... 1,110 Hey PACER PABONCIOS evict wikia syorninniv ale ve sae tsaiosa mane 2,531 o1 
Gifts froma Churches......ccecccecscseteceses 32,532 62 Foreign Agencies ........... infos al alse antes aneieie ,67 
i £ Watt VACUAIS a siecle s wince emesteeie wea oes 14,671 18 Funds received for Transmission............ 354 64 
Bi idea de: Meebo hy fie eure stip + 700 United States Trust Co.—Trust Funds... 2.1: 600 00 
Bane Te PE en eee 10,175 62 United States Trust Co.—Annuity Account.. 79,261 06 
as received for Th PANSINI SS Oller salts sted cies i et He Ae ee ae ees Se ee ee ae . 
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PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
_..... $16,645 31 Publication Department ..........:ceseeeeees $29,213 10 
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An Income Assured— : 
The Bible Befriended |; 


Your gift on the annuity op What is an Annuity 
: . ® Bond Agreement? 
basis to the American 


Bible Society will assure 
you a guaranteed income 
of from 4% to 9% as long 
as you live. 


Ultimately your gift will 
be released for the impor- 
tant and essential work of 


translating, publishing | 


and distributing the Scrip- 
tures, thereby helping to 
make the Bible more wide- 


Are Annuity Bond 
Agreements unques- 
tionably safe? 


Do men of recognized 
business ability secure 
Annuity Bond Agree- 
ments from the Ameri- 
can Bible Society ? 


What will money in- 
vested in Annuity 
Bond Agreements 
eventually accomplish 
through the American 
Bible Society? 


ly and more easily avail- _ 


able. 


What advantages do 
Annuity Bond Agree- 
ments have over many 
forms of investments? 


Twenty-seven questions 
similar to those in the op- 
posite column are an- 
swered in the booklet 
“Bibles and Bonds,” a 
copy of which is yours 
upon request. Write for 


booklet No. 62D. 
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Are Annuity Bond 
Agreements recom- 
mended as a source of 
income for widows and 
persons unfamiliar 
with financial matters? 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Instituted 1816 
Bible House, Astor Place 
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New York, N. Y. 
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